
 
 

 

FRIENDS OF SCOUTING PRESENTATION SCRIPT 
 
Thanks to over 21,000 adult volunteers the Grand Canyon Council, Boy Scouts of 
America serves more than 43,000 youth throughout Arizona.  Scouting is “a game with a 
purpose.”  Our purpose is to prepare young people to make ethical and moral choices 
over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.  At the 
core of these values, we are constantly reminded of our duty to selflessly help other 
people at all times and to do our good turn daily.  You’ll have a tremendous opportunity 
to fulfill this Scouting promise tonight.  
 
Despite dramatic societal changes, the principles found in the Scout Oath and Law 
continue to guide youth today.  Tufts University research experts recently endorsed 
Scouting by highlighting three essential elements necessary for a comprehensive and 
effective youth development program.  Other very good programs provide one or two of 
these elements, but Scouting provides all three. 
 

• Sustained adult-youth relationships and mentoring opportunities; 

• Life-skill building curricula; and 

• Opportunities for youth leadership 
 

On June 15, 1916 President Woodrow Wilson signed legislation granting a Congressional 
charter to the Boy Scouts of America recognizing a movement organized in 1910 that 
was already 180,000 participants strong. Five years later in 1921, Scouting was formally 
organized in Arizona.  Almost a century later we are known as the Grand Canyon 
Council.  We have a rich history, but a future that’s even brighter, in large part because of 
you and the young men before us tonight.   
   
To help ensure the success of the Scouting program, each family and all of our volunteers 
are asked to consider an investment in character by making a voluntary gift to our annual 
Friends of Scouting campaign. 
 
Funds raised by Friends of Scouting provide 1/4 of the council’s annual operating budget. 
The support of families like yours is vital to the health and success of our program.  
Every dime raised by Friends of Scouting is spent locally supporting your Scouts and 
making Scouting possible for families like yours and others less fortunate. 
 
 
 
 



How does Friends of Scouting support your son and his Scouting program? 

 
Friends of Scouting underwrites first dollar coverage of primary liability 
insurance for all registered volunteers and chartered organizations. This service is 
rare and almost unheard of in other youth organizations. 
 
Friends of Scouting provides training and program resources for your Scout’s 
leaders. 

 
Friends of Scouting helps ensure we have Scouting professionals dedicated to 
serving units, sustaining chartered partnerships, recruiting, training and motivating 
volunteers, all with the express purpose of reaching more young people throughout 
Arizona with the values of Scouting. 

 
Our goal with FOS is not so much to reach a certain dollar figure; rather, we hope to 
increase the number of families participating.  The size of the gift is not the focus.  We 
aim to provide every Scouting family an opportunity to make a gift.  100% of families 
believe in delivering a quality Scouting program.  Can we count on you to give of 
yourself, help others and do this good turn?   
 
At your seat, each of you has a Friends of Scouting pledge card and a pen. 
 
Please consider underwriting the cost of at least one Scout, which is $175 for a year of 
Scouting.  A $175 annual gift paid monthly is $14.58 a month, less than what it costs for 
two movie tickets.  But, the impact lasts much longer.  You can make your gift this 
evening anyway you would like.  Make a pledge, pay cash or by check to “BSA”, or by 
credit card.  Securely enter your credit card info online at grandcanyonbsa.org/donate.  
Perhaps your employer has a donation matching or a volunteer hours program.  Double 
your donation by getting them to match your gift or donate to Scouting for all the hours 
you spend in volunteer service.  
 
The Scout Law is 12 simple words that your Scout strives to live by every day.  Help us 
continue the tradition of Scouting into the next century by investing in the character of 
our youth today.   
 
Scouts will be by to pick up your donations and pledge cards at a later stage in the 
program.  In the meantime, please fill out your card and be prepared to deliver it to one of 
these fine young men. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 


